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COO. SERENS FLO SHALL not at prefent enter into 
(EWES DeeCR the great queftion between the an- 
NAPS SIS ™4 cients and the moderns; much leds 
Sd I S422 thall I prefume to decide upon a 
Rane wie an point of that importance, which has 

been the fubject of debate among 
~ the learned from the days of Horace 
es down to ours. To make my court 
to iii nee I will lament the gradual decay of human 
nature, for thefe laft fixteen centuries; but at the fame 
time I will do juftice to my cotemporaries, and give them 
their due fhare of praife, where they have either ftruck 
out new inventions, or improved and brought old ones 
to perfecticn. Some of them I fhall now mention. 


Tur moft zealous and partial advocate for the aaci- 
ents will not, I believe, pretend to difpute the infinite 


fuperiority of the moderns in the art of healing. Hip- 
| pocrates, 
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pocrates, Celfus and Galen had no {pecifics. They ra- 


ther endeavoured to relieve than pretended to cure. As 
for the aftonifhing cures of A®fculapius, I do not put 
them into the account: they are to be afcribed to his 
power, not to his fkill: he was a god, and his divinity 
was his NosTRUM. But how prodigioufly have my inge- 
nious cotemporaries extended the bounds of medicine ! 
What noftrums, what fpecifics, have they not difcove- 
red! Collectively confidered, they infure not only perfect 
health, but by a neceflary coniequence, immortality ; 
infomuch that I am aftonifhed when I ftill read in ihe 
bills of mortality the great numbers of people who chute 
to die of fuch and fuch diftempers, for every one of 
which there are infallible and {fpecific cures, not only 
advertifed but attefted in all the news-papers. 


WueEn the lower fort of Irith, in the moft uncivili- 
zed parts of Jreland, attend the funeral of a deceafed 
friend or neighbour, before they give the laft parting 
howl, they expoftulate with the dead body, and reproach 
him with having died, notwithftanding that he had an 
excellent wife, a milch cow, feven fine children, and 
a competency of potatoes. Now though all thefe, par- 
ticularly the excellent wife, are very good things in a 
{tate of perfect health, they cannot, as 1 apprehend, be 
looked upon as preventive either of ficknets or of death ; 
but with how much more reafon may we expoftulate 
~with, and cenfure thofe of our cotemporaries, who ei- 
ther from obftinacy or incredulity, die in this great me- 
tropolis, or indeed in this kingdom, when they ma 
prevent or cure, at a trifling expence, not only all diftem- 
pers, but even old age and death itfelf! The renovating 
elixir infallibly reftores priftine youth and vigour, be the 
patient ever fo cld and decayed; and that without lofs of 
time or bufinefs ; whereas the fame operation among the 
ancients was both tedious and painful, as it required a 
thorough boiling of the patient. 


Tur. moft inflammatory and intrepid fevers fly at the 
firft difcharge of Dr. James's powder; and a dro or 
pill of the celebrated Mr. Ward corrects all the malig- 
nity of Pandora’s box. 


OuGHT not every man of great birth and eftate, who 
for many years has beenatficted with the posTEROMANIA, 
or rage of having pofterity, a diftemper very common 
among perfons of that fort; ought he not, I fay, to be 
afhamed of having no iffue ‘tale to perpetuate his illuf- 

trious 
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trious name and title, when for fo {mall a fum as three- 
and-fix-pence, he and his lady might be fupplied with 
a fufficient quantity of the viviFyING DRops, which 
infallibly cure imbecility in men, and barrennefs in’ wo- 
men, though of never fo long ftanding ? 


ANOTHER very great difcovery of the moderns in the 
art of healing is, the infallible cure of the king’s-evil, 
though never fo inveterate, by only the touch of a law- 
ful king, the right heir of Adam :. for that is effentially 
neceflary. The ancients were unacquainted with this 

.ineftimable fecret ; and even Solomon the fon of David, 
the wifeft of kings, knew nothing of the miat- 
ter. But our Britifh Solomon king James the firft, a 
fon of a David alfo, was no ftranger to it, and practifed 
it with fuccgfs. This faét is fufficiently proved by ex- 
perience ; but if it wanted any corroborating teftimony, 
we have that of the ingenious Mr. Carte, who in his in- 
comparable hiftory of England, afferts (and that in a 
marginal note too, which is always more material than 
the text) that he knew someBopy, who was radical- 
ly cured of a moft obftinate king’s-evil, by the touch 
of somrBopy. As our fagacious hiftorian does not e- 
ven intimate that this somEBopy took any thing of the 
other somezopy for the cure, it were to be wifhed that 
he had named his somrzopy, and his place of abode, 
for the benefit of the poor who are now reduced, and at 
fome expence, to have recourfe to Mr. Vickers the cler- 
gyman. Befides, I fairly confefs myfelf to be perfonally 
interefted in this inquiry, fince this someBopy muft ne- 
ceflarily be the right heir of Adam, and confequently I 
muft have the honour of being related to him. 


Ovr laborious neighbours and kinfmen, the Germans, 
are not without their inventions and happy difcoveries 
in the art of medicine; for they laugh at a wound 
through the heart, if they can but apply their powder of 
fympathy not to the wound itfelf, but to the fword 
or bullet that made it. 





Havine now (at leaft in my own opinion) fully proved: 
the fuperiority of the moderns over the ancients in the 
art of healing, I fhall proceed to fome other particulars, 
in which my cotemporaries will as juftly claim, andI 
hope, be allowed the preference. 


Tue ingenious Mr. Warburton, in his Divine Legation 
of Mofes, very juftly obferves, that hieroglyphics were 
the beginning of letters; but at the fame time he can- 
didly allows that it was a very troublefome and uncer- 

tain 
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tain method of communicating one’s Ideas; as it de- 
pended i ina great meafure on the writer’s fkill in draw- 
ing (an art little‘known in thofe days) and asa ftroke 
too much or too little, too high or too low, might be 
of the moft dangerous confequence, 1n religion, buti- . 
nefs, or love. Cadmus removed this difficulty by his 
invention of unequivocal letters; but then he removed 
it too much; for thofe letters or marks, being the fame 
throughout, ‘mae fixed . alphabetically, foon Seceese ge- 
nerally known, and prevented that fecrecy wiih in 
many cafes was to be wished for. ‘This inconveniency 
fuggefted to the ancients the invention of cryptography 
and fteganography, or a mytterious and unintelligible way 
of writing, by the help of which none but the corret- 
ponding parties who had the key could decypher the 
matter. But human induftry foon refined upon this too; 
the art of decyphering was difcovered, and the {kill of lee 
decyplicrer katHed all the labour of the cyphercr. The fe- 
crecy of all literary correfpondence becaine precarious, 
and neither bufineis nor love could any longer be fafely 
trufted to paper. Such for a confiderable time was the 
unhappy {tate of letters, till the BEAU MONDE,an inventive 
race of people, found out a new kind of cryptography, 
; fteganography, unknown to. the ancients, and fiee 
Pn fome of their inconveniencies. Lovers in general 
made ufe. of it; controverfial writers commonly ; and 
minifters of ftate fometimes, in their moft important 
difpatches. . It .was_ writing in fuch an_ unintelligible 
manner, and with fuch obfcurity, that the correfponding 
parties themfelves neither underftood, nor even gueffed 
at each other’s meaning; which was a moft effectual 
fecurity againft all the accidents to which letters are liable 
being “either miflaid or intercepted. But this method 
too, though long purfued, was alfo attended with fome 
inconveniencies. It frequently produced miftakes, by 
{catering falfe lights upon that friendly darknefs, fo 
propitious to bufinefs and love. But our inventive 
neighbours, the French, have very lately removed all 
theie inconveniencies, by the happy difcovery of a new 
kind of paper, as pleafing to the eye, as conducive to 
the difpatch, ‘tthe clearnefs, and at the fame time, the 
fectecy of all literary correfpondences. My worthy 
friend Mr. Dodfley lately brought mea {ample of it, upon 
which, if I miftake- not, he will make very confiderable 
improvements, as my countrymen often do upon the 
inventions of other nations, This theet of paper I con- 
jeCtured 
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jeCtured to be the ground-work and principal material of 
a tender and paffionate letter from a fine gentleman to 
a fine lady ; though in truth it might very well be the 
whole letter itfelf. At the top of the firft page was de- 
lineated a lady with very red cheeks, and a very large hoop, 
in the fafhionable attitude of knotting, and of making 
a very genteel retrograde French curtefy. This evident- 
ly appears to ftand for MADAM, and faves the time and 
trouble of writing it. At the bottom of the third page 
was painted a very fine well-dreft gentleman, with his 
hat under his left arm, and his right hand upon his 
heart, bowing moft refpectfully low; which fingle fi- 
gure, by an admirable piece of brachygraphy or fhort- 
hand, plainly conveys this deep fenfe, and ftands inftead 
of thefe many words, I have the bonour to be, with the 
tendereft and warmelt fentiments, madam, your moft invio- 
lably attached, faithful kumble fervant. The margin of 
the paper, which was about half an inch broad, was very 
properly decorated with all the emblems of triumphant 
beauty, and tender fuffering patiion. Groups of lillies, 
rofes, pearls, corals, {uns and {tars, were intermixed with 
chains, bearded fhafts, and bleeding hearts. Such a 
fheet of paper I confefs feems to me to be a complete 
letter ; and I would advife all fine gentlemen whofe time 
I know is precious, to avail themfelves of this admirable 
invention : it will fave them a great deal of time and per- 
haps fome thought; and 1 cannot help thinking that 
were they even to take the trouble of filling up the paper 
with the tendereft fentiments of their hearts, or the moft 
fhining flights of their fancy, they would add no energy 
or delicacy to thofe types and fymbols of the lady’s 
conqueft, and their own captivity and fufferings. 


Thefe blank letters (if I may call them fo, when they 
convey fo much) will mock the jealous curiofity of huf- 
bands and fathers, who will in vain hold them to the 
fire to elicit the fuppofed juice of lemon, and upon 
whom they may afterwards pafs for a piece of innocent 
pleafantry. 

THe dulleft of my readers muft, Iam fure, by this 
time be aware, that the utility of this invention extends, 
mutatis mutandis, to whatever can be the fubject of letters, 
and with much lefs trouble, and much more fecrecy, pro- 
priety and elegancy than the old way of writing. 


A painter of but moderate {kill and fancy may in a 
very fhort time have reams of ready-painted paper by 
him 
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him to fupply the demands of the ftatefman, the divine, 
and the lover. And [ think it my duty to inform the 
public, that my good friend Mr. Dodfi ‘ley, who has long 
complained of the decay of trade, and who loves, with 
a pradent regard to his own intereft, to encour age every 
ufeful invention, is at this time learning to paint with 
moft unwearied diligence and application ; ; and I make 
no doubt but that in a very little time he will be able to 
furnifh all forts of perfons with the very belt ready-made 
goods of that kind. I warned him indeed againft pro- 
viding any for the two learned profeffions of the law and 
phyfic, which I apprehended would lie upon his hands. 
One of them being already in poffeilion (to fpeak in their 
own ftyle) of a more brachygraphical, cryptographical and 
fieganographical fecret in writing their WARRANTS ; and 
the other not willingly admitting brevity, in any fhape. 
Otherwife what innumerable Riss of parchment, and 
lines of writing might be faved in a marriage fettlement, 

for inftance, f the “firft fourteen or fifteen fons, the fup- 
pofed future iffue, LAWFULLY TO BE BEGOTTEN of 
that happy marriage, and upon whom the fettlement 
is fuccetlively made, were to be painted every one a fize 
Jefs then the other upon one fkin of parchment, inftcad 
of being enumerated upon one hundred, according to pri- 


crity of birth, and feniorit ty of age; and moreover the ek 

by a happy pleonafinus, always totake before’and be 
preferred to the younger! But this ufeful alteration is 
more to be wifhed than expected, for reafons which I 
do not at prefent think proper to mention. 


‘. am fenfible that the government may poTibly object, 

at I am fuggefting to it’s enemies a method of carrying 
on their treafonable correfpondences with much more 
fecrefy than formerly. But as my intentions are honeft, 
I fhould be very forry to have my loya ity ful pected : : and 
when I corifidet the zeal, and at the fame time, the in- 
genuity of the jacobites, I am convinced that their let- 
ters in this new method will be fo charged with groves 
of oaken boughs, white rofes, and thiftles Ener eroven, 
that their meaning will not be obfcure, and confequently 
no danger will arife to the government from this new 
and ex «cellent invention. 
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